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The Triumph of Truth, in the Conversion of 
the Rev. J. A. Mason, from the errors of 
Methodism ta the Catholic Faith. Written 
by himself. 

Continued from page 249, No. 32. 


I leave it to my readers to form their own 
judgment upon this chain of argumentation; 
{ candidly confess, to me it appeared excel- 
lent, and had I not had a number of objec- 
tions upon my mind, which bubbled like the 
buoys on the shallows of the troubled main, 
the voice of reason and conscience would 
have told me on the spot, this reasoning is 
unanswerable. However, it had the effect 
of introducing the infallibility of the Catho- 
lic church, and in opposition to this doctrine, 
I brought forward the contentions of religious 
orders, which at that time I took for different 
systems of faith, but which I found were only 
orders in the same church, following the rules 
of their respective founders for acquiring 
greater perfection, but all professing the same 
faith, and obeying the same general authori- 
ty of the church. I brought forward scho- 
lastic questions which had been warmly dis- 
puted. Here I learnt that Catholics are as 
free to dispute, where the essence of divine 
faith, or the unity of the church, is not the 
point in question, as any Protestant. J urg- 
ed the opposition of councils. Here I was 
‘answered that councils had been held by 
achismatics anc heretics, and these councils 
had passed decreesin opposition to the church, 
but for this the church was not responsible. 
“Fae church might herself decree in matters 
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of mere discipline at one time, and see good 
to decree the contrary at another time; as 
the master of a great household may have 
just reasons to forbid that te be done in the 
afternoon which he had commanded in the 
morning. But I was defied to produce two 
councils of the church epposing each other 
in matters of faith. I preduced many things 
which I cajled novglties in faith, particularly 
: i es, invocation of 
saints, sacrifice of the mass; ali which | had 
sworn a few years before was damnable idol- 
atry, and I bona fide contended they were so. 
This variety of subjects regarding faith, and 
others regarding the discipline of the Catho- 
lic church, such as the tyranny of the priests, 
ignorance of the people, taking away the key 
of knowledge and of the word of lite, inqui- 
sitions, murders, and the like, formed a series 
of disputation, which lasted from Whit-Tues- 
day 1818, till the 9th of March 1819, some- 
times by personal interyiews and at other 
times by letter. J sought the aid of Tillot- 
son, Jewel, Stillingfleet, and others. I 
brought forward all the objections which ma- 
ture reflection, much reading, and strong 
prejudices could suggest. I read all the 
books I could find on the Protestant, and 
Mr. Martyn furnished me with many on the 
Catholic side of the question. J weighed 
evidence against evi'ence, proof against 
proof, and in reading the volumes after vol- 
umes which passed under my eye, I took 
notes of every thing material; and if at any 
time a thought crossed my mind on which I 
thought I could build an argument in fa- 
vor of Protestantism, I failed not to mark it 
down. I wished above all things to prove 
the Catholic religion false. I prayed daily 
for divine light on this most important of all 
subjects, but, in spite of myself, the beam 
continued to preponderate on the side of the 
Catholic church. Scripture, history, the Jan- 
guage of the fathers, the monuments of an- 
cient times, our very liturgies, festivals, and 
the yenerable and stately fabric of the Cath- 





jolic church, and the very nature of the Cath- 





olic religion itself, conspired to overwhe 
me wib'tke evident er divine Hihe 
I could not remoye from my pe the. im- 
pressions which. the rule of faith b _predus- 
ed. If the Christian. religion be diyane, 
thought I, it must be one unchangeable ays- 
tem; if divine, it mast: algo_p perpetual 
obligation; and if. upchanges fe nate per- 
petual obligation, “it-gaust be known; and if 
known, there must be a yisible.. church pro- 
fessing it, and invested with: perpetual auth 
rity to teach it; and if so, this authority must 
be infallible, for perpetual unchangeableness 
cannot be secured without infallible guid- 
ance. Day and night, for my nights were 
sleepless—a voice, not the whisper of peace, 
but the cry of alarm sounded in my ears— 
‘* there must be infallibility some where.”— 
The nature of truth requires it—the dissen- 
sions of sects require it—your own uneasi- 
ness and incertitude of mind require it,— 
It is in the scriptures, I replied, with trepi- 
dation, But this was the very point in ques- 
tion—the fruitful cause of all my uneasiness. 
What is the sense of the Holy Ghost, and 
where is the infallible expositor? Resolved 
to leave no stone unturned that might impede 
my progress after truth, I formed an acquain- 
tance with a Clergyman of the established 
church. This gentleman was very kind in 
lending me books, and really manifested an 
anxious desire to. give me every information; 
expressing his hopes that my difficulties on 
the Catholic religion would be removed, and 
I should find that security which I was seek- 
ing inthe church of England, To his kind- 
ness I am indebted for the loan of hooks, 
among which I read with great interest, 
Wheatley on the Book of Commog Prayer, 
and Bishop Marsh’s Comparative View of 
the Churches of England and Rome; and I 
here publicly thank him for his kindpess.— 
Although his arguments did pot satisfy me, 
and as such his labors were lost, yet I am 
sure they were ae the avait of 
christian charity, and I ways & 
kind remembrance of them. The Bev. Clere 
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yman spoke much on the Dissenters and 
fir. Wesley—thoght he was a good man but 
misled—regretted that the Methodists did 
not follow his rules, and labored to show 
me the errors of the Dissenters in general, 
in reyecting the authority of the church of 
England. But all his arguments against the 
Dissenters were formed on Catholic grounds. 
He also lent me a pamphlet, called “ Why 
am Ia Churchman?” and every argument 
of this book was Catholic. _ His books there- 
fore confirmed my doubts, and when I ex- 
pressed them, his answers’ were so confused 
and weak that they astonished me. When 
he condemned the Dissenters, I seized the 
Reformers by the beard and dragged them to 
his view. When, he vindicated; the Reform- 
ers on the ground of private judgment, and 
the supposed errors of the Catholic cliurch, 
I vindicated the Dissenters on the same prin- 
ciple. He strove to make the parallel lines 
meet, by shewing that the Dissenters had a 
right to their private judgment, but had no 
right to leave the church. I did not at that 
time know the mathematical proposition, that 
two parallel lines can never bisect each 
other; however, I proved it to him in a sim- 
pler way—l told him this was like telling a 
man he had a right to open his eyes, but had 
no right to see with them. That truth was 
necessary to his salvation, but he had no right 
te seek it. I proved to him; that to maintain 
church authority, he must also maintain in- 
fallibility, or every one that did not like au- 
thority (and there are few that do) would slip 
from under it, and he would be driven to the 


inconsistency and injustice of forcing a man | 


to follow a guide who he believes in his con- 
science will lead himto hell. And I shewed 
him, that supposing for a moment his argu- 
ment to be good, it would equally tell against 
the Reformers as against the Dissenters.— 


Again, on the subject of unity in the church, | 


he confessed that a centre of unity would 
have been a wise provision, but he was driv- 
en to the dire necessity of declaring that the 
Divine Founder of the church had not acted 
thus wisely. Reader, if thou art astonished, 
do not blame the man, but pity a religion 
which stands in need of such miserable sup- 
port. We have heard the same in substance 
asserted in full Sanhedrim lately, by that 
doughty knight, Mr. Burnett, and received 
iy an admiring multitude as the oracle of the 
oly Ghost. 


[To BE CONTINUED.] 





[CONTINUED FROM PAGE 250.—wNo. 32.] 
BROMSGROVE, Dec. 25, 1815. 


I will conclude this long letter with a few 
remarks on one of your concluding senten- 
ces in your second letter. ‘ The singular 
circumstance which led to the reformation in 
England, by no impartial mind, will be con- 
sidered any objection to protestantism. The 
great question is, not how a change has been 
effected, but whether it be beneficial and sa- 
lutary in itself.” With respect to the first 
sentence, I beg to ask, what business have 
you to be solicitous for the cause of the 
church of England? If the church of Eng- 
land be the true church, why do you dissent 
from it, foment divisions, and rend the seam- 
less garment of Christ? You may say that 
your reason is, that you only differ from it in 
yeur opinion of church government. This is 


not correct, for you differ in articles of faith. 
And besides, there is a form of church go- 
vernment instituted by Christ, as forming a 
part Of the constitution of his,church: and if 
the government of the church of England be 
that which was appointed by Christ, you are 
in essential error in dissenting from it. If, 
on the other hand, the church of England be 
not the true church, it ought to be no more 
to you than the church of Rome. Why do 
you therefore, sound forth its praises, and 
defend its cause? Is it merely because it 
revolted against the church of Rome? And 
do you, on the same principle, espouse the 
cause of every one that revolts against that 
church, whatever may be his tenets? This 
is a very strange principle, and accords very 
little with the principles which the Apostles 
recommended to the true followers of Christ. 

You say that the singular circumstance 
which led to the reformation in England, by 
no impartial mind will be considered as an 
objection to protestantism. 

Here, Sir, you go for too much. Never, 
in the whole of the inspired history of God’s 
chosen people, do we see an instance of a 
wicked man being employed to reform the 
church, or of disgraceful circumstances being 
suffered to happen for the purpose of promot- 
ing so great a work. Good, I allow, has 
been produced out of evil. But evil has ne- 
ver been employed on purpose to produce 
good. The Great Disposer never plants bad 
trees where he intends that good fruit should 
be produced. The circumstances, therefore, 
is an objection to protestantism. 

But, you say, (doubting the solidity of your 
\first assertion) “‘ the great question is, not 
| how a change has been effected, but whether 
it be beneficial and salutary in itselt.””>. On 
this subject, perhaps you will allow, that the 
most unequivocal testimony will be protest- 
ant writers themselves. Whether it has been 
| beneficial and salutary in itself, or not, de- 
|pends upon whether it has contributed to the 
‘improvement of the morals of mankind. On 
‘this point I will quote a sentence, or two 
from the works of the great Luther, as you 
icall him, who was sent by Jehovah to expose to 
| Europe the errors of popery, and I will leave 
you to meditate upon them. ‘‘ Only believe, 
and without the load of fasts, and the morti- 








confession, and the hardship of good works, 
depend upon it, you will be saved:—you are 
even as secure of sulvation as is Jesus 
Christ himself. Yes,” he added, “ sin, and 
sin boldly: only believe, and your faith, al- 
though you commit fornication, or perpetrate 
murder a thousand times a day, your faith 
will save you.”? (See Luther’s works,passim. ) 
Such was the language of the great man sent 
by Jehovah!! What were the effects? “‘We 
see,” says the same great man, “ that through 
'the malice of the devil, men are now more 
avaricious, more cruel, more disorderly, more 
‘insolent, and much more wicked, than they 
| were under popery.’’ (Luther’s, works Pos- 
‘til. Dom, part I. Dom. 2. Adv.) “ In this 
country,”’ says Melancthon, Luther’s favo- 





rite disciple, ‘among the reformed, their 
whole time is devoted to intemperance, and 
drunkenness. So deeply are the people sunk 
into barbarity and ignorance, that many of 
them would imagine that, if they were to fast 
in the day, they should die in the night.” 
(Melancthon, ad.cap,.6 Matt.): Sentences 





fication of abstinences, without the pain of 


without number to the same effect, might be 
quoted from these two great patriarchs of the 
reformation. 

Again, Sir, anarchy in a civil government, 
is the greatest evil that can possibly take 
place, and for the same reasons, it is the 
greatest evil that can possibly take. place in 
a spiritual government, or ia the church of 
Christ. Now the reformation has produced 
the most complete anarchy that can possibly 
exist. Each one is left at liberty to chose 
his own governor, or rather to have no go- 
vernor at all, but to take the law into his 
own hands. There are no magistrates to in- 
terpret the laws, no powers to put the laws 
jinto execution, or to look to the observance 
ofthem. Every one is left to himself, to be 
his own guide, his own ruler, his own judge. 
The book-of the laws is put into his hands 
and he is lett to do as he pleases, with this 
only injunction, that he do not interpret any 
part of it in favor of popery. The conse- 
quence has been, and still is, that the re- 
formed, as they call themselves, are divided 
into a hundred different sects, each claiming 
the title to the true church, each quoting 
scripture, and each at enmity one with the 
other. The name of protestant is the only 
chain of union, and this chain only binds 
them when they are in controversy with the 
Catholic church. They are a divided house, 
“and a house that is divided against itself 
shall fall.” (Matt. xii.) 

So far, Sir, | see nothing beneficial, or 
salutary in the reformation itself. But how 
does the case stand at this present moment? 
Is there more morality, more genuine piety, 
a more ardent love of God among protestants, 
than there is among Catholics? 
protestants.are, L will leave.you to describe. 
With iespect to the Catholics I will not hesi- 
tate to say that they are, at least, as moral, 
as honest, as upright, as religious, as chari- 
table, as hospitable, as unprejudiced, as good 
in every respect, as the protestants: andl 
give you a solemn challenge to prove the 
contrary.—If then, the Catholies are such in 
these present times, there was nothing in the 
principles of their religion to have prevented 
them from being such in former times: and 
of course there has been nothing beneficial 
or salutary that has arisen from the reforma- 
ition itself. Consequently we have reason to 
say, without prejudice, that the singular cir- 
cumstance which led to the reformation in 
England is an objection to protestantism. 
The tree and the fruits must necessarily 
agree together. 

These, Sir, are my reflections, and the 
fruits of my investigation on this important 
question. 

My only object, my only desire is the 
knowledge of the truth. If I have not ar- 
gued correctly, and if my cause be not good, 
you, as a teacher in Israel, will be able to 
set me right. The truth can always be de- 
fended, even by a man of moderate abilities; 
and by a man of shining talents, it may be 
made to appear in the biightest colors. Ifyou 
have any charity then, for one that sincerely 
wishes to be enlightened, I trust that you 
will exert your abilities in my favor. Show 
me fairly and candidly in what L have erred. 
Take my arguments, one by one, and refute 
them honestly and soundly. Were a pro- 
testant to challenge a Catholic clergyman in 
this manner, 1 know that the challenge would 
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No. 33: TILE JESUIT. 
be accepted by him, and that if he could not | olent language is heard from the desk of the | means used to prepare the way for a revival, 


refute his antagonist, he would not only yield 
up the palm to him, but espouse his cause. 
If you have truth on your side, why should 

u not do the same? Your silence will be 
considered by me as a conclusive proof that 
I have scripture and reason on my side. I 
will not refuse to investigate any of the other 
tenets of the Catholic faith, if you request it. 

T remain, 

With the greatest respect and esteem, 


Reverend Sir, 
hl 





Your most obedient and h servant, 
WM. LANGLEY. 
To the Rev. * * , Birmingham. 














Fellow citizens! Read this narrative of Calvinistic im- 
piety and frayd. 
From the Christian Register. 

REVIVALS IN THE STATE OF NEW YORK. 

The Orthodox papers have been filled of 
jate with accounts of revivals in various parts 
of the country. It is said, that such a gen- 
eral excitement on the subject of religion was 
never before known. Especially in cities 
and in colleges, the work prospers. In New 
York, Albany, Utica, Philadelphia, and 
Charleston, the churches are very much en- 
gaged, and unusual success attends their ex- 
ertions. We are not in the least surprised 
at what is told of the doings in these and 
other places, or of the results. We should 
account it almost marvellous, if there had not 
beeu occasion for such stories, which propa- 
gate the excitement from which they arise. 

For the last few years the whole strength 
skill of the Orthodox party have been bent 
upon this single end, the production of revi- 
vals. Foreign Missions have been treated 
with comparative neglect; the Education So- 
ciety has been suffered to languish; while 
means have been most assiduously used to 
organize and introduce a system, which, when 
matured, should sweep the land with a sud- 
denness and energy, that to those who had 
not observed the previous arrangements, 
would seem inexplicable, except on the doc- 
trine put forth by the advocates of the sys- 
tem, of-a special effusion of the divine influ- 
ence. Experiments have been tried, com- 
parisons been instituted, the whole art and 
plan of a revival been explained for the in- 
struction of those who were to be the actors, 
the churches have been trained to do their 
part, the minister been taught to perform his, 
the Sunday School teacher been employed as 
an auxiliary, the tract distributor been en- 
trusted with his share of the enterprise: and 
now, after all this preparation and workman- 
ship of ‘ man’s device,’ when the natural re- 
sults, appear, and revivals commence almost 
simultaneously in different places, all of which 
have been subjected to this previous disci- 
pline, it is announced that the divine spirit 
has been poured out. ‘Then follows the ef- 
fort to keep up the excitement. Meetings 
are multiplied. Strangers, whose acquain- 
tance with the management proper at such 
times, or whose notoriety acquired amidst 
such scenes, will render them serviceable, 
are called to the aid of the regular ministry; 


the prayers of Christians at a distance are 
sought; children are made. instruments of ef- 
As the revival approaches its crisis, 
still greater exertions are made; three days’ 
and four days’ meetings are held, the whole 
society, or town is in commotion, members 


fect. 


Conference room, and the pulpit of the meet- 
inghouse, in the exhortation and in the pray- 
er; and. the fever rages, till the exhausted 
owers of the body and mind demand repose, 
hen the reaction commences; jealousies 
that had been enkindled subside into cool 
animosities; feelings that had been blown in- 
to a flame of passjonate devotion sink into 
apathy; scoffers are multiplied, many who 
deceive others, and many who deceive them- 
selves, are unmasked by a change of circum- 
stances; and ultimately, religion bas gained 
some increase of its power over the commu- 
nity, by the conversion of a few hardened 
sinners, and the permanent impréssion made 
ona few tender minds, and has lost much 
more, by the bad passions that have been in- 
flamed, the irregular habits that have been 
formed, the disgust that has been communi- 
cated to many sensible minds, and the blas- 
phemies that have been provoked from the 
vicious. 

Now how can we witness these things, and 
not deplore the mistaken zeal of religionists? 
But when these effects are ascribed to the 
divine influence, and the holy spirit of God 
is said to be the agent in these scenes as they 
usually are, of extravagance and mischief, 
when too the labors of this agent are describ- 
ed in terms that shock humble devotion as 
well as good taste, how can we hold silence? 
By our reverence for sacred things, we are 
constrained to speak on this subject. The 
whole system of Orthodox revivals, we be- 
lieve, with a cotemporary journal, to be the 
work ‘ of human calculation and effort;” and 
we cannot endure the thought, that religion 
should be so grievously wounded in the house 
of its friends. 

Our design in commencing this article, was 
to speak of the extravagancies, which have 
distinguished the late revivals in the western 
part of New York. Our readers will re- 
member the proceedings in that region a few 





years since, which gave rise to the famous 
New Lebanon Conference. It was plain, 
that in this assembly the revivalists of the 
West outwitted, if they did not outvote the 
revivalists of the East; yet we thought that 
a check had been interposed, which might 
prevent a recurrence of scenes, unworthy of 
a Christian, or a civilized land. Recent 


proceeds :— . 
After the above named train of operations had been 
pursued for a length of time, and the wonderful reports of 
the success of Mr. Littlejohn in other towns and in other 
parts of this town, had spread far and near, an appoint- 
ment was made for his introduction into the schoo! district 
where the writer of this article lives. ‘The house being fill- 
ed and the people seated at the hour appointed, Mr. Little- 
john and the Rev. Mr. Foot, the Presbyterian clergyman 
of the place, had’ a little consultation in a low whisper; 
after which Mr. Foot advanced a few-steps toward the 
audience, which nearly filled the different parts of the 
house, it being a large school house built in part for pub+ 
lic worship, and seemingly designing to place his eyes 
on the face of every individual with uncommon intense- 
ness, till he had passed over and surveyed the whole, 
then said, ‘‘ I perceive this is a solemn place, for God 
is here!’? Mr. Littlejohn then rose and said, ‘‘ Of a 
truth God is here!?’?’ He said God met him yesterday 
in the grove by the widow. Willard’s and conversed with 
him two hours and a half, and told him to come here to 
night, for here would be a wonderful display of Almigh- 
ty power on the hearts of sinners! ‘* My dying friends, 
(said he,) I want your confidence—I want this house 
should be as still as the house of death!”? They then 
eommenced Praying. and exhorting, one after another, 
over and over, that God would work mightily that night 
and break down and subdue the hearts of. sinners, and 
cold, backsliding Christians, And in addresses to the 
congregations, he (Littlejohn) admonished them of the 
dreadful calamities and sudden deaths which he said 
usually followed revivals, and were visited on those who 
did not ‘‘ get religion’’ in them. After the evening was 
far spent, there having been no fainting, falling, or cry- 
ing aloud for mercy, and some signs of impatience and 
wish to be going were manifested, and praying Chris- 
tians became more and more vehement, Littlejohn said, 
** Cant we roll the wheels a little harder?’’ (these 
were his identical words.) _ He then raised his voicé to 
the highest pitch, threw himself forward from his knees 
to the floor, and pounded, torturing himself in extreme 
agony, sometimes groaning and sighing (ostensively for 
poor sinners. ) This is believed to have been his last 
public appointment in this district.  * 
' Anxious meetings, you know, are usually held where 
the Christians and anxious sinners, (as they are called,) 
have separated rooms assigned them, and sometimes 
have door keepers, or closed doors. A person well 
versed in revival operations sometimes acts as a profes- 
sor, teaching the others how to pray with effect, and 
sometimes stops one in prayer, saying, ‘‘ Don’t pray so, 
don’t pray for the heathen and yourgelves now, pray for 
such a person,”’ or, ‘ let all. be brought to bear in favor 
of these poor sinners.’? After much praying, in which 
a number of females had been engaged, some very young, 
Littlejohn came out of the anxious room, with terrified 
and distorted features, and said, ‘‘ Brethren, God’s in 
t’other room, and I believe the Devil’s been there too: 
for such wickedness ‘I never saw in all my preaching of 
the gospel.”? He said he believed there were thirty 
anxious in the other room who wanted to be converted. 
** You don’t pray here to-night—you don’t agonize— 


* * © 





statements lead us to fear, that the restraint 
was only temporary. We have before us 
“A Serious Address to the Presbytery of 
Oneida, on the manner of conducting the 
late Revivals within their bounds,” signed by 


Ephraim Perkins, of Trenton, N.Y. In- 


this gentleman, we are induced to believe the 
accounts given in the pamphlet, by the very 
nature of the publication. No sensible man 
would publish such an address, and affix to it 
his name, unless he was satified of the truth 
of all that he related. The tone of expostu- 
lation adopted by the writer, also justifies. us 
in crediting his narrative. We shall make 
some extracts, not because they are both 
painful and disgusting, but that since public 
sentiment is the only means of correcting this 
spirit of fanaticism, the public may be inform- 
ed of the occasion, which exists tor their ad- 
ministering rebuke. 

A Mr. Littlejohn appears to have conduct- 
ed himself in a particularly shameful man- 





are received to the church with unusual pomp 
of solemn circumstance, extravagant and vi- 


ner. Mr. Perkins, after ‘discussing the 


dependently of our personal knowledge of 


you don’t groan—you ha’nt got into the harness—you 
must wrestle harder with Jacob’s God. I have prayed 
mightily in t’other room to-night—I’ve done my best. 
I wish you could see the brethren in Floyd. pray once. 
You would be astonished—they. pray like Christians.— 
When they come to the throne of grace, they take Jesus 
Christ in their arms, and r——-us——h into the gates of 
heaven, and then plead for sinners!’ At another anx- 
ious.meeting, he said he had often been in such an ago- 
ny when females in Western were praying, although 
miles from him, that he had been compelled te get up 
and walk his room, 





On another occasion the conduct of this 
individual is thus described:— 


Littlejohn, whom he had before seen and heard in 
anxious meetings, was talking to God in a low, collo- 
quial, familiar style, on the importance of having so ma- 
ny little children get.religion in the morning of their 
lives. He endeavored to pourtray the happiness of hea- 
ven, and the horrors and exquisite torments of hell-fire 
to all eternity. Hell he endeavored to lay open. The 
praying Christians seemed to be fervent and vehement 
in the next room. - After much vivid description of Hea- 
ven and Hell, in various turnings of language and +mod- 
ulations of voice, he raised it in the most agonizing and 
distracted strains saying, ‘‘ Don’t!——don’t!——don’t! 
——don’t! let these little children go down——down 
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——down——down to everlasting burnings! O! 
—0!—— 0! Saves ave_—-save——save !”” 
and other kindred expressions, till he seemed to be. ex- 
tpausted, and they thoaght; and still do think, that he 
fell prostrate upon the floor, and then sighed, “Oh— 
Oh Oh——Oh!”? And the anxious, (mdstly chil- 
dren) screamed in great numbers, “I will give up my 
heart toGod!’’ ** I want to give up my heart to God!”” 
‘<Tam sinking down to Hell!’ During this time, 
Littlejohn was silent, and after they ceased, he went 
about the room, inquiring of some individuals why they 
had not given up their souls to God, as the rest had dove; 
and told them of the danger they were in—that their 
damnation would soon be sealed if they did not. 

Our limits do not permit us to copy an ac- 
count of the manner, in which this preacher 
and another clergyman deceived a gentleman 
of the neme of Grant, whose house they visi- 
ted during his absence, while'they avoided 
his company. Upon his dicoveting them, 
they departed, and 


As they left the door, one of them said they had 





thought much of, or about him, and he would yet be a |” 


subject of their prayers. At their next meeting at the 
village school house, Littlejohn invoked God to ‘* come 
out in judgment against that scoundrel! Iache to 
call his name—That scoundrel! for such he must be 
who opposed God’s work, and his ministers, and treats 
them with reproach and contempt.’’ He prayed that he 
might be ‘‘ removed from his family,’’ evidently mean- 
ing by speedy death. He was so understood by a large 
meeting. Mr. Burritt was present and did not protest 
against the language. 
At a prayer meeting held at the Rev. Mr. Burritt’s 
house in the spring of 1830, Littlejohn named and de- 
ignated Col. David Moulton, as scout master general 
of the Devil’s Kingdom! and prayed that if he had 
not already passed the line of mercy, he might be con- 
verted, and if he had, he might as well be removed to 
the church-yard, and limited the time to forty-eight 
hours. ‘This is the substance of an affidavit sworn to by 
Hiram Furgo, Samuel Knox, and Andrew Grannis; and 
many othiers declare the same. They also testify that 
themselves and others were named in the prayer by Mr. 
Burritt, who prayed that they might be laid on beds of 
sickness, or stripped of property if necessary to their 
conversion. Col. Moulton now represents the county of 
Oneida in the Legislature of this State; and for consci- 
entious, moral and religious principles and practice, very 
few stand higher in public estimation than Mr. Grant. 


Who can read Mr. Perkins’ account of the 
general management of these revivals, and 
not be forced to weep over the desecration 
of whatever is true and good? 


To sum up the history of the revival operations in 
this town, and section of the country, within the last 
five years, would be to say, that the leaders have with 
great industry and effect, mculcated the sentiments, that 
to man, ‘‘ in a state of nature,’”’ the Bible is a sealed 
book which he cannot understand. ‘That he must first 
‘get religion,’’ or in the orthodux sense of the phrase, 
** experience religion,’’ and then all-things will become 
new unto him.—that then those scripture doctrines which 
to’ him were dark, mysterious and incomprehensible, will 
beeome clear and intelligible, or in other words men will 
** become as Gods, knowing good and evil;’’ and all 
this is a momentary work (they say) and they scout at 
the idea, or doctrine of ‘‘ progressive regeneration’’ (by 
which is meant growth in grace,) and at the exercise of 
reason, (by them,called) ‘‘ carnal reason,’’ in matters of 
religion. ‘They -have shut their doors .upon the bible- 
class investigation of scripture doctrines, which they had 
covenanted to.pursue. They have sought-to evade com- 
ing into contact with men of intelligent and independent 
minds. The reputation of such they have attempted to 
blast, by the cry of heresy and infidelity, beforere God 
and the public. They have pretended to personal, im- 
mediate and reciprocal communications with God, and 

marvellous and miraculoys interpositions of divine 
power were ofien-bestowed in,auswer to their prayers. 
‘They bave brow-beaten women and children, by telling 
them they were afraid their,damnation was sealed—that 
they never saw one whose damnation was so nigh sealed 
—sthat ‘if you put your foot over,this threshold before 
you,give up your heart.to God, you do.it at the peril of 
the loss of your woul’’—that ‘angels stand Lovering 
about this room, ,to carry to Heaven the tidings of your 
gsing up your soxls.to God.’’ They have had the im- 








=, to brow-beat strangers, and consign them to 
1 

i They have held nocturnal meetings, called anxious 
meetings, with door-keepers, or closed doors, excluding 
perhaps the husband, the father, or the brother, that they 
might by stratagem and by arts, (which they would 
blush to practice before men of independent minds,) the 
more effectually overawe, overpower, and frighten child- 
ren and females; and they have sometimes held such 
meetings till past the midnight hour, with loud and hide- 
ous prayers, shrieks and cries, which might awaken the 
sleeping villagers, and arouse the weary traveller from 
his bed of rest. And though in a limited degree they 
have endeavored to carry their preselyting system into 
our common schools; and into Sunday Schools they have 
done it effectually. 

Sach, Gentle Reader, is a description of a Revival 
scheme! Such profligacy, fanaticism, and fraud, ought 
to be permanently lodged in the Penitentiary. 
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The Ladies and Gentlemen of Boston are 
respectfully informed that the neat Lecture 
in answer to the Calvinislic libels of Dr. 
Beecher, will be given in the church of the 
“« Holy Cross,” at seven o’clock, on Sun- 
day Evening next, by the Right Rev. Bi- 
shop Fenwick; and that arrangements will be 
made, so as to obviate the necessity of their 
remaining without doors for any length of 
time. The doors will be thrown open imme- 
diately after Vespers, and the committee of 
arrangement will consider it a duty, and feel 
pleasure in accommodating with seats such 
Ladies and Gentlemen of the various deno- 
minations as may be disposed to hear the 
Catholic Lectures. 





The mock-orthodox party are struck with 
sorrow and dismay. They are, literally 
speaking, at their wits’ ends; they cannot 
change the current of public conviction, re- 
lative to the blundering policy, and misera- 
ble falsehoods which their late champion (and 
alas, for them what a champion!) manifested 
and proclaimed in his unsuccessful campaign 
against the Church of Christ. They are 
now hard at work, ranting, praying, roaring 
and reviving from 5 o’clock in the morning 
until dale at night. Their object is, if possi- 
ble, to counteract the effects of the Catholic 
Lectures in reply to the vile calumnies and 
palpable falsehoods of a Calvinistic Bigot. 
They, for there is a knot of those ministerial 
worthies bound together, are determined at 
all events to secure, if possible, the good old 
women, and nervous young girls. They de- 
spair to keep intelligent young men and their 
fathers any longer in the meshes of Calvin. 
ism. 

These seeing the absurdities, and gross 
imposture of the system notwithstanding the 
laborious efforts of those revival-schemers; 
are likely, for consistency sake, to become 
Roman Catholics, or Unitarians. The pa- 
pers of the Calvinists and of other minor 
sects, who are not worthy of further notice, 
are filled with nonsense about coined conyer- 
sions, precious waterings of the Spirit, distil- 
lations of divine grace and abl such stuff. 


Now and then a letter appears from some 
idle, malicious and lying drones, who in the 
19th century are called Missionaries, and 
who are in reality only Commission-Mer- 
chants, or Commercial Agents, sent out 
tu buy land, or merchandize by the Home- 
association, who are making immense for- 
tunes upon the credulity of the duped and 
defrauded contributors to the Bible, Tract, 
Education and Missionary Societies! It is 
really astonishing that the intelligent and 
well-meaning contributors had not, long be- 
fore, seen through the schemes and artifices 
of the enemy. Would they not shew their 
patriotism, and render a greater service to 
their descendants, by protesting against such 
arrant imposture and by contributing hence- 
forward towards the completion of the Bun- 
ker-hill Monument, which, in its present 
neglected state is a disgrace to all the New- 
England States! What will the next gene- 
ration think of such conduct? What respect 
can they entertain for the Patriotism of their 
Sires, who suffered their pockets to be reli- 
giously picked, to support a lazy, malicious 
set of disorganizers at home and abroad, 
while they permitted what ought to be asso- 
ciated with the glorious enthusiasm and en- 
nobling pride of country, to moulder and de- 
cay? Itis sickening to Patriotism to.dwell 
on this subject, while it must be revolting to 
morality and religion to read the unqualified 
lies of those Missionary Merchants who send 
from Malta for instance, perhaps with car- 
goes of precious Sundries, to the Reve 
rend Home-Company, an account of their 
pious labors in converting Greeks, Jews and 
Gentiles to Calvinistic Christianity! Among 
such speculators there is, it seems, a man of 
the name ef Temple. He, like the others, 
is sure to lose his percentage and his post, 
untess he transmits whole bundles of Anti- 
catholic lies to our American market! . How 
many living Temples of iniquity are to be 
seen in the Babylonian city of the mock-re- 
formation in the Ninteenth Century! 





From the Boston Courier. 
SKETCH OF THE CATHOLIC LEC- 
TURE. 

Delivered on last Sunday Evening by the 
Very Rey. T. J. O’Franerrty. 


This Lecture was founded upon Dr. Beech- 
er’s examination of the Catholic creed and 
his remarks upon the idolatry of the Catho- 
lics in the Invocation of Saints and Angels. 
The text was taken from the 90th Psalm, 
“ He hath given his Angels charge over thee 
to keep thee in all thy ways.” 

To pay to any creature the supreme honor 
and worship which are due to God, would be 
idolatry, and an offence equally reprobated 
by reason and revelation. The ‘Catbolic 
church invariably wields the bolt of wrath 





against all who are guilty of transferring theit 
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allegiance and adoration from God to the 
creatures Of his handiwork; but she informs us 
that, jealous-as Deity is of his high preroga- 
tive, he yet allows his creatures to treat each 
other with a relative respect and reverence. 
Social intercourse requires it, and revelation 
sanctions it. The principle regulates even 
Indian communities, and is evident in civilized 
life. Thus our government send a Plenipo- 
tentiary to an European Court, as their repre- 
sentative; is the veneration which he there 
commands from his fellow citizens derogato- 
ry to his master? Does it not rather redound 
to the satisfaction of the master at home? 
Does it not reflect additional honor upoa him 
who holds the reins of power? Suppose that 
the mind and virtues which adorn the minis- 
ter were directed and matured by the master 
who sent him, and that for the honor he de- 
rives from his public capacity aud his private 
worth, he is exclusively indebted to his mas- 
ter, that foreigners are convinced of this, 
that all unite in referring their honor, vene- 
ration and love to the master, where is the 
man of common sense who will say that the 
master ought to be displeased with the peo- 
ple, or the servant, or that they intend to di- 
minish the supreme veneration which they 
have determined to offer to the master alone? 
Would it be fair to tax the servant with usur- 
pation, or the people with disrespect to the 
master? Certainly not. And yet such is the 
worse than silly conduct of the Calvinistic mi- 
inisters concerning the relation and inferior 
respect, veneration and love, which Roman 
Catholics pay to the Saints and Angels, the 
chosen and faithful friends of God. The 
Lord implanted the virtues which now pro- 
duce the fruit of immortal honor in his ser- 
vants. They are employed by him to keep 
up a friendly intercourse between him and 
those who, in a foreign land, and in the sla- 
very of sin, aspire to happiness. To them 
are the beauties of Heaven’s constitution un- 
folded. Upon them are impressed the im- 
portant precepts that praise, honor and glory 
are to be ascribed to God alone; that any re- 
spect paid to His servants is of a relative na- 
ture, and ultimately appertains unto Him; 
that it is our duty to respect them as his ser- 
vants, to beg of them that they would pray 
to Him for us, from a conviction that they 
can, and will, and do feel an interest in our 
welfare, and that all this is compatible with 
scripture. 

The preacher said he should confine him- 
to scripture and Protestant authority to prove 
three propositions. Ist. That it is lawful to 
pay veneration, or a relative worship to Saints 
and Angels. 2d. That they can hear our 
petitions. 3d. That they can and will help 
us. 

Upon the first proposition the preacher ar- 
gued that in all communities, savage, or civ- 
ilized, honor and reverence have been paid 
to old age, to virtue, aud to every office which 
required moral excellence and intellectual 
superiority to discharge its duties. It is the 
voice of Nature and may be considered the 
very cement of society. As it is the inten- 
tion which constitutes the merit, or criminal- 
ity of an act, and as Deity alone can search 
te heait and pronounce a correct judgment 
upon tke intention, we cannot but be surpris- 


-ed at the rashness and deplore the injustice 


of man, who sets himself up as a judge, 
usurping the throne of God, and impiously 


condemning his fellow man for doing what he 
is convinced is not only innocent but-lauda- 
ble. Putting political prepossessions out of 
the question we honor the Governor of the 
state, and still more the President of the U. 
States; the tribute which we are willing to 
pay to each rises in proportion to the office. 
A sense of duty prompts us to keep our head 
uncovered when we salute, or address them; 
where is the fanatic who can say that because 
we do so, and when we address our God we 
also keep off our hats, we are guilty of idol- 
atry because we pay so far the same amount 
of external respect? In the court of St. 
James do we not know that Protestant Lords 
spiritual and temporal even bend the knee 
before Majesty, and yet, Protestants. never 
upbraid their fellow Protestaits with Idola- 
try, although they so far act the part of idol- 
aters by bowing down before a man like 
themselves? The Protestant whenever he 
passes by the throne even when unoccupied 
by its Royal incumbrance pays it a passing 
tribute, manifesting the respect in which he 
holds his Royal master. And yet Catholics 
do not brand such apparent idolatry with rid- 
icule and obloquy. The Catholic makes 
every allowance for his Protestant neighbor 
and believes that the tribute of veneration 
to his sovereign does not derogate from that 
worship and adoration he owes to the Sove- 
reign Arbiter of the Universe. But no soon- 
er does the Catholic kneel before the shrine, 
or the tomb of a faithful servant and favorite 
of heaven to beg his intercession, by putting 
up conjointly with himself a petition to our 
common Father in Heaven, than he is imme- 
diately reprobated and proclaimed from hére- 
tical pulpits and presses as an ignorant, a 
wicked, and unnatural idolater! 

iaving proved in a former Lecture that 
the Catholic church was the only true church 
of Christ, and of course infallible in her de- 
cisions, the preacher considered her sanction 
of the invocation of Angels and Saints as 
unquestionable proof of its propriety, fully 
sufficient to silence the empty vaporing, dri- 
velling cavils, and borrowed arguments of 
their Calvinistic assailant. 

But—to the law and the testimony. 

We read that when Sarah died (Genesis 
ch. _“ in the city of Arbee, Abraham went 
to the Hethites, the inhabiters of its soil and 
requested them to intercede with Ephron 
that he might obtain for money as much 
ground as would serve for a burial place. 
The Hethites answered, thou art a Prince 
of God among us; bury thy dead in our prin- 
cipal sepulchres. Abraham bowed down to 
the Hethites, and said, if it please you, hear 
me and intercede for me to Ephron, that he 
give me the cave in his field for as much as 
it is worth. Ephron answered in the hearing 
of all, Let it not be so, my Lord; the field L 
deliver to thee; bury thy dead. Abraham 
bowed down before the people of the land. 

Was this bowing down considered by their 
polite and refined assailant, as an act of ido- 
latry? He was probably aware that prostra- 
tion was the oriental style of salutation, or of 
expressing gratitude. Here was an: act of 
veneration paid by Abraham the servant of 
God, and father of the faithful, to human 
beings, and so far as appearances were con- 
cerned, he could not manifest a mare strik- 
ing proof of adoration to the Deity himself. 


call Abraham aa Idolater? Far from it, 
And the preacher questioned whether their 
antagonist would have the modest assurance 
to vilify Abraham with the odious epithet. 
The respect Abraham paid to his people was 
compatible with the veneration he owed to 
his God. Why did he acquit Abraham of 
the damnable charge and condemn the Ca- 
tholics for testifying their respect to the glo- 
rified favorites of the Almighty, when they 
offer only a subordinate homage, thereby in- 
tending to honor the Lord in his saints? 
Again, was not the object of Abraham’s 
prayer for the intercession of the Hethites 
the more effectually to realize the object of 
his desires? Such was the motive which in- 
fluenced the Church of Christ when she in- 
voked the intercession of Angels an! Saints. 
She well knew, 1500 years before Calvinism, 
or any other bantling of a modern, reforma- 
tion was ever dreamt of, that there was but 
one Mediator of Redemption, Christ Jesus; 
she also knew that there can be several Me- 
diators of intercession; and that if it be law- 
ful for a man to ask a fellow being to pray 
for him to God upon earth, without feeling 
any diffidence in the powerful mediation of 
the Saviour, and without derogating from his 
Majesty, the Church cannot be taxed with 
inconsistency, much less idolatry, when she 
requests the faithful on earth, or the blessed 
in heaven to intercede with the Redeemer. 
Hence St. Paul says to the Romans (c. 15.) 
‘ I beseech you, therefore, brethren, through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, and by the charity of 
the Holy Ghost, that you help me in your 
prayers for me to God,’ The Calvinistic 
minister would not have the impiety to assert 
that St. Paul was guilty of idolatry, or disre- 
spect to the Redeemer. Again, to the Thes- 
salonians, he says, ‘for the rest, brethren, 
pray for us, that we may be delivered from 
importunate and evil men,’ &c.; and again, 
in the last chapter to the Hebrews, he says, 
‘pray for us, &c. that I may be restored to 
you the sooner.’ If St. Paul could request 
the intercession of the Saints upon earth 
when none of them were confident of their 
salvation, why should not Catholics be justi- 
fied when they solicited the intercession of 
the Saints who are now enshrined in glory, 
and before whom, as the Saviour assu es 
us, there is more joy in heaven when one 
sinner does penance, than ninety-nine just 
who need no penance? 

If, said the preacher, our modern biblical 
quixottes and Missionary Adventurers who 
so frequently leave our harbors, and fleece 
their credulous dupes of those sums of mo- 
ney which they ought to reserve for their 
own children’s education and support, if 
those men whose cumbrous outfits bespeak 
the folly of freemen and the gullibility of the 
good American people, if those men, who 
may be considered living and growing mo- 
numents of sectarian indiscrimination and 
imbecility, request the prayers of their dg- 
mestic brethren, who are constantly levying 
contributions ppon the fields of the rich and 
the houses of the poor, to support themselyes 
and those missionary drones, for the express 
purpose not of converting the heathen, byt 
of manufacturing rank falsehoods abroad cun- 
cerning the conversion of Catholics to Pro- 
testantism, and the stage effect of their reyi- 
val impostures,.if those men, notwithstagd- 








Did the inspired writer of the Peatateuch 





ing such abominations, think themselves jus- 
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tified in soliciting the prayets of their party | phen, who saw the heavens open upor earth, 
in behalf of themselves, their apostolic wives, what must be the capacity of such souls 
and the younglings of their conjugal love,| when bounding from time into eternity, they 
why, may not I inquire, cannot Roman Ca-| quaff torrents of light and joy and perfection, 
tholics ask the prayers of the chileren of the | from the very heart of redemption! 

true faith upon earth, and the intercession of} The preacher examined the verse of Isaiah 
the blessed in heaven, without in the slight-| (ch. 63 v. 16) which has been supposed to in- 
est degree, impugning the integrity of the | dicate that Abraham and Jacob did not know 




































































divine mediation? May not the conscience 
of Calvinism in this respect, be compared to 
the plastic nature of India Rubber, which 
can be fashioned out for any use, as the state 
of the home market may require? No won- 
der that so many thousands of otherwise en- 
lightened souls have reluctantly dragged 
from the moorings of Christianity, and com- 
mitted themselves in a spirit of consistency 
to the wide ocean of Deism, sooner than na- 
vigate the same sea with those moral fire- 


ships that are tossed about by every wind of| sed alter his death. Abraham heard the pe- 


doctrine and dollars. 


The preacher referred to the example of| of the prophets, (who were not born until af- 


Joshua (ch. 5.) as a case jus ifying the ve- 
neration and even worship of inferior agents 
of the Divinity. When the Angel said, “I 
am prince of the hosts of the Lord, and now 
Iam come,” Joshua fell on his face to the 
ground, saying, “ what saith my Lord to his 
servant?” ‘* Loose thy shoes from off thy 
feet for the place whereon thou standest is 
holy.” The respect paid and received was 
of a relative and infericr nature, referable to 
the master of heaven. Ifthe ground where- 
on he stood was sanctified by the presence 
of the Angel, did it not decide the proposi- 
tion, that it is lawful to pay relative worship 
to the Angels and even tothe Saints, the lat- 
ter being, according to Saints Matthew and 
Luke, at the resurrection, like and equal to 
the Angels? 

In concluding his remarks upon the first 
proposition, the preacher examined the ob- 
jections of Calvinists. The Angel refused 
to receive worship from St. John; but the 
Angel knew him to be the beloved disciple 
of the Lord, a legitimate Priest, a Bishop, 
an Apostle and Evangelist of the Saviour, 
and even a living martyr for the cause of 
truth. Besides, St. John did not hold it to 
be idolatry, for he repeatedly committed it. 
St. Paul in saying to the Colossians, “ Let 
no man beguile you into the worshipping of 
Angels,” alluded to the doctrine of Simon 
Magus, who taught that sacrifices should be 
offered to bad as well as good Angels. 

The length of the foregoing will make it 
necessary to abbreviate the remarks upon the 
assertion that the Aagels and Saints who en- 
circle the throne of God can hear our peti- 
tions. There are certain conformations of 


the sufferings of the Jews. ‘‘ Thou art our 
| Father, though Abraham be ignorant of us, 
_and Israel acknowledge us not;”’ this was tan- 
| tamount to saying, thy mercy as far surpasses 
| that of Abraham and Israel for us,as the crea- 
|tor is superior to the creature. But even if 
they were ignorant of their state, the text does 
not militate against the Catholic doctrine, for, 
until the Saviour’s death none could enter 
heaven and enjoy perfection. But it is not 
true that Abraham was ignorant of what pas- 


tition of Dives, and informed him that none 


ter his death) wouldinstructthem. If Abra- 
ham could hear the petition of Dives who 
was then in the region of the damned, would 
their Calvinistic opponent have the polite- 
ness to inform them what could prevent 
Abraham from hearing the petition of one of 
the faithful upon earth? If he would gra- 
duate the hearing of Abraham by distance, 
they would like to know with mathematical 
|precision how much nearer Paradise is to 
| hell than it is to this world? Jacob upon his 
death-bed, (Genesis 48. v. 15) blessing the 
sons of Joseph said, “‘ the angel that deliver- 
eth me from all evils, bless these boys.” 
Would it not be folly in the Patriarch to 
have recourse to such an invocation, if the 
Angel could not hear him? The witeh of 
Endor raised the Devil in the shape of Sa- 
muel.—Would it be said that the Devil would 
obey the summons of the witch of Endor, or 
even of a witch of Salem, and that the saints 
‘and angels would turn a deaf ear to the sup- 
| plications of the faithful soliciting their inter- 
‘cession? Another proof that the saints know 
'what passes upon earth after quitting it was 
| found in the letter of Elias to Joram. How 
|natural, scriptural, and consoling, is such a 
reflection to the Church of Christ! How un- 
| feeling, inhuman, and selfish are the Angels 
jand Saints, when viewed by the telescope of 
| Calvinism! 

That the Saints and Angels can and will 
help us is the third position. ‘* Take up the 
bible, read the bible, judge for yourself”? was 
ithe discordant prattle of boarding school 

|girls and tract circulating societies. The 
| preacher said he made every allowance for 
| the practical humility of these itinerant har- 




























































































the eye and ear, even in this probationary | bingers of good, but if they reduced to prac- 
existence, which make these senses suscepti-|tice the instructions they gave to others, 
ble of a much greater degree of refinement they would know that the church which Je- 
than they have hitherto received. Cannot|sus commands all to hear cannot be the con- 
the soul when emancipated from the laws/venticle of John Calvin, or John Knox. 
that enslave it in its bodily dungeon, receive) They would know that it sprung up fifteen 
an increase of perception and power surpas-| hundred years too late to put in the slightest 
sing the grasp of imagination? Who can set | claim to ws being the Church of Christ. The | 
limits to the perfectibility of the soul in the| remark of Christ, ‘search the scriptures,” 
climate of heaven? Who is the wormling of was addressed to the Scribes and Pharisees 
earth, or personification of ignoranee, that! who denied that he was the Messiah. Who 
will conclude that because the kingdom of would infer from that text that all were bound 
heaven is at a distance from him, that there-| under the New Law to interpret the gospel, 
fore, those brilliant intelligences basking in| when every one knew that until several years 
the eternal’glory of the Godhead cannot hear| after, not a single word of the New Testa. 
us poor, miserable crawling insects? After|ment was written? If, said the Lecturer, 


women who disturb and.distract the attention 
of almost every family in our good city, and 
whose intrusion and sectarian cant are a 
thousand times more provoking and less mu: 
sical than the hand organ, or pipe of our 
strolling minstrels, truly understood the bible 
about which they talk such mystic nonsense, 
they would see therein the characters of the 
true church which their conventicle does not 
possess, they would behold the snpremacy of 
St. Peter, the validity of ordination by atrue 
bishop of the true faith, the necéssity of re- 
pentance and sacramental confession, the 
doctrine of the Real Presence strongly incul- 
cated, in a word, the doctrines of the Roman 
Catholic Church, which has ever advocated 


tion, or a relative worship to the Angels and 
Saints, from a conviction that they could hear 
us, and that they can and will help us, in for- 
warding our petitions to the throne of God. 
The latter fact he considered as naturally 
following from the two first propositions. 
But he cited a few texts in support of it. 
Thus Zacharias—(ch. 1.) “ and the Lord 
answered the angel that spoke to me, good 
words, comfortable words.”? And the Arch- 
Angel Raphael says to Tobias (ch. 12,) 
‘** when thou didst pray with tears, and didst 
bury the dead, and didst leave thy dinner 
and hide the dead by day in thy house, and 
bury them by night, I offered thy prayers to 
the Lord.” These instances were convinc- 
ing proofs of the knowledge and beneficence 
of Angels in whatever concerns the children 
of God while on this planet. The objections 
made by Calvin and Luther to the books 
of Tobias and the Machabees arose from 
the antipathy of those Reformers to the per- 
formance of ‘ good works;” the latter posi- 
tively declared that good works were not on- 
ly useless but injurious to a Christian soul!! 
Isaiah told Ezechias during the affliction of 
Juda, that an end would shortly come to the 
reign of Sennacherib, ‘I will protect this 
city” said the Lord for my own sake and for 
the sake of David my servant. And the An- 
gel of the Lord smote the Assyrians. The 
preacher attributed this interposition of hea- 
ven,partly to the intercession of David. David 
was not alive at this time; neither was he in 
hell, for his sins had been forgiven by God, by 
the mouth of the prophet Nathan; nor in hea- 
ven, for its adamantine gates were never 
opened to the children of Adam until the 
death of Christ. He must therefore have 
been in paradise. And if a soul in paradise 
manifested such influence, why will not souls 
now in heaven, be in a far superior degree 
interested in man’s temporal benefit and im- 
mortal bliss, when both are to the honor of 
the Lord? And again, in the vision of the 
patriotic Machabxus how prominent is the 
proof ef the power and willingness of the 
Saints to help us! 

The preacher said it would be useless to 
argue further that the books of the Macha- 
bees are canonical. Calvinism would at 
times drop the Apocalypse overboard in the 
black sea of Apocrypha whenever the invo- 
cation of Angels and Saints striding upon the 
tempest blast of Catholic ‘Truth, struck, dis- 
mantlea and shivered to pieces the commer- 
cial fleet of heresy which was cruising upon 
the ocean of life, to outwit the virtuous, in- 





the declarations of St. Paul, and St. Ste-|those serious young men and Apostolic young 





telligent and worthy community of their mo- 
ney and their faith, to whom they occasion- 





and taught the propriety of paying venera- 
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ally offered by way of return, corrupted Bi- 
bles and lying tracts, poisonous food for such 
silly minds as would accept and endeavor to 
digest them. The Apocalypse said that four 
and tweoty elders (not Calvinistic ones] fell 
down before the Lamb, having every one of 
their harps and golden vials full of odours, 
which are the prayers of the Saints. And 
again in the 8th chapter it was stated that an 
Angel stood before the altar, &c. and there 
was given to him much incense that he should 
offer of the prayers of all Saints, &c. and 
that the smoke of the incense of the prayers 
of the Saints ascended before God, &c. &c. 
These things proved that the Angels could 
and would help us; therelore it was lawful to 
pay them a relative worship, therefore the 
Catholics who do so are right, and therefore 
the Calvinists who-do not so, are wrong. 

The preacher read many extracts from 
Calvin, Luther, Huss and others, in which 
the propriety of the invocation of Saints and 
Angels was admitted; and concluded by an 
appeal to the assembly whether he had not 
overthrown the charge of idolatry, that libel 
upon half a million of our citizens. Ifthe 
Calvinists would write, and print, and preach, 
let them not keep people in the dark about 
the origin of their religion; and above all let 
them. not belie our holy religion which we 
hold dearer than life itself. That Religion, 
cemented by the heart’s blood of an incar- 
nate God commands us to invoke the inter- 
cession of the Angels and Saints, and there- 
fore, said the preacher, from the bottom of 
my soul do I say—All ye holy Angels and 
Saints of God, holy Mary, mother of an in- 
carnate God, pray for us sinners and for our 
Calvinistic enemies, now and at the hour of 
our death! 


We are indebted to the kindness of an intelligent La- 
dy of this city for the following notes which she pencil- 
led off from the Sermons of the two Unitarian Gentle- 
men, whose iiberal and correct views of the late Calvin- 
istic aggression upon our Holy Religion, we deem it our 
duty to lay before our Readers. 

We are also obliged to the Lady for her benefaction 
to the churches of the Holy Cross and of Waltham. 
From Rev. Mr. Greenwood’s Sermon on Fast-day, 

at Stune Chapel. 

The love of excitement among us has ne- 
ver been more strongly evinced than in the 
interest felt respecting the late ccntroversy, 
commenced by a clergyman, who fearful of 
the Roman Catholics of this country gaining 
the ascendancy, attacked this peaceable or- 
der of Christians.—The Protestant lectures 
drew together crowds who went from them 
neither editied, nor convinced; each one natu- 
rally in favor of his own creed, and as we are 
ever ready to vindicate our own, the Catho- 
lics retaliated, assumed their ancient superi- 
ority over Protestants, spoke of their ac- 
knowledged antiquity, their unity, their St. 
Peter’s chair, and boldly refuted the accus- 
ing party; that this attack was ever made on 
the Roman Catholics is deeply to be regret- 
ted, and as they knew that the public sympa- 
thy and favor were on the side of the Catho- 
‘lic Church, it is to be lamented that in their 
sermons they have so condemned all Protest- 
ants—though not to vindicate our religious 
belief when it is questioned is a tacit consent 
tu the accusation, 


From Rev. Mr. Walker’s Sermon on Fast-after- 
_ noon at Mr. Pierpont’s. a's 
“In this discourse, it is proved that it is 





neither practicable nor expedient for the re- 
ligious part of this country to unite with the 
political in affairs of state; no, let not religioa 
descend from her celestial abode to soil her 
white robe with the dust of a political arena; 
—let us not then in this happy country in- 
quire, if those who govern are Catholics, 
or Protestants, Calvinists, or Arminians, 
Trinitarians, or Unitarians, but rather let 
the question be, can he serve the country 
with integrity and honor?—Again, let us 
learn wisdom from the page of history, from 
the misfortunes of other nations; protestant- 
ism proved in the Protector’s time that when 
united with the State it was shamefully cor- 


tupt; that in Crom@ell’s reign, there were 


united with great talents, affected sanctity, 
intolerance, and the grossest hypocrisy and 
wickedness—and Jet not the smaller sects 
among us ever be induced to unite against, 
or seek to overthrow another denomination 
of christians, (the Catholics) even by all the 
arguments of the designing, &c.; let us (the 
Unitarians) remember that the Presbyterians 
in Cromwell’s age, were first used as tools, 
and as soon as his ends were answered, they 
were kicked out of the Parliament House.” 





}C77LET FATHERS READ AND REFLECT. 
A true statement of one scene which late- 
ly took place at a religious meeting, (so cal- 
led) not many miles from Boston, between 
an itinerant preacher and a young woman of 
the party. 

Minister—(addressing the young woman 
after seating himself by her side,)—‘“ I say 
Mary, you must be converted this yery even- 
ing.” 

‘Mery — Well, I don’t feel like it.” 

Minister—(in a solemn tone)—‘‘ I tell you 

Mary, it will do no good to talk so; say you 
must.” 
Mary— But I say, I can’t and I shan’t.” 
Minister—(in a passionate tone)—‘S I tell 
you what, Mary, you'll make me mad, if you 
dare to say so again.” 

Mary—(speaking quick)— I would be 
converted if I could, but | don’t feel like it 
this evening, one bit, nor grain.” 

Minister—‘‘ Mary! Mary! be converted.” 

Mary— I can’t, I can’t, I can’t.” 

Minister—(seizing her between the shoulder 
and elbow with both his hands, he shakes her with 
violence, saying )—‘* Don’t that make you feel 
like it?” 

Mary—“ Why, yes, a little, but not much.” 

Minisler—(shaking her again, violently)— 
“There, how do you feel now, Mary?” 

Mary—“ Well there, now I hope you are 
satisfied. I feel just as if I was converted.” 

Minister—( quilting Mary to go to another)— 
“ Well, now I am glad. I knew it would 
come to pass.” 

The above mentioned particulars have 
actually occurred. Any Gentleman who may 
in the slightest degree feel skeptical onthe 
subject, can be furnished with Chapter and 
Verse. 

Quere.—As those itinerant clergymen of 
various denominations are now scouring the 
country, and seem to suspend all their Tem- 
perance, Education and Foreign Missionary, 
and money making schemes, to rush to the aid 
oftheir crumbling Sion, may it not be prudent 
in every intelligent, virtuous and patriotic 
citizen to look to his household and see that 








his wife and daughters should not be treated, 


(during the present mock revival-row, in our 
good city, as has been “ poor Mary,” in our 
vicinity ¢ 





COMMUNICATED, 

The following is an extract f-om a letter we have 
lately received from a Gentleman, who has not been 
long converted to our Holy Faith in this city. 

North Wrentham, Mass. April 9, 1831. 

Feeling almost home-sick in this desert 
place, 1 think L cannot employ my leisure 
time to better advantage, than by expressing 
my thoughts and feelings on paper. I hope, 
Dear Sir, you will not deem it obtrusive in 
me to address you at the present moment. 
I hope you will overlook and excuse all ime 
perfections in my language.—Being one of 
the true faith, you must know that my senti- 
ments are not at all relished in this region, 
because the faith from which they spring, is 
unchangeable and full of glory. The peo- 
ple in this quarter are followers of him who 
was branded between the shoulders, for in- 
dulging his carnal appetite; that emissary of 
his Satanic Majesty, John Calvin’ I am un- 
der the necessity of remarking, that the ge- 
nerality of them do possess, in a great. de-~ 
gree,.the spirit of him (as regards the flésh 
who was their founder. 1 am attack 
for wearing the ‘ mark of the beast,” 
but having a good supply of ammunition, I 
an enabled to repulse the enemy without any 
loss. The followers of the abovesaid wicked 
attempter to destroy the Church of Christ, 
want sadly to get up a ‘‘ revival,” so as to 
increase the number of “ the elect.”? I un- 
derstand from several of their publications, 
that ‘‘ small showers of Divine Grace,” are 
at this time watering various parts of the 
United States; that is to say, watering the 
spot where their religion is planted!! But it 
is too late in the day to sow their seed—they 
may saw them as deep as they please, I-can 
assure them that the “ beast,’’ will root them 
up, and scatter them as chaff before the wind. 
You will perceive by the Boston papers, that 
“three day’s meetings,” and ‘ four day’s 
meetings,” are being held inthe city, for the 
purpose of spreading the ‘“ gospel truths” 
from pole to pole!!! The pasturs charge 
their ‘‘ brothers and sisters in the Lord” to 
‘“‘ beware of the ‘ beast;’ for he cometh like 
a thief in the night,” and that he will shortly 
‘“sink into perdition.”” They know, to their 
sorrow, that the beast, that monster to be 
dreaded, is making ‘“‘great ravages”’ through- 
out the land, and that the number of his tribe 
increases, much to the discomfiture of their 
anti-christian schemes and plans. Their ar- 
guments can never confound; they themselves 
can get off in no other way than by the vul- 
gar attempt to ridicule our practices and de- 
votions. That, however, will not put us 
down, and indeed there is not weight, or 
strength enough in any of their instruments 
of war, to split “the rock” on which we 
stand.—The Boston Telegraph is printed in 
this town, and published in Boston, of which 
I send a copy directed to the “ Jesuit.” It 
contains a long article, (evidently written in 
great agony of miad,) respecting the posses- 
sion of the Mississippi Valley by our forces, 
and such is their concern for the welfare of 
this portion of the United States, that they 
have raised the cry of ** More Ministers, 
more Bible and Education Societies! ”— 
And of course ‘more money fromthe people,” 
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This won’t do—* Mr. and Mrs. John Cal- 
vin” will have to go to more foreign parts, if 
they want to raise the wind—the main pillar 
of their fabric is growing weax, and will not 
stand—it is beginning to crumble, even now. 
A few more blows, and it has fallen forever. 

If we look through our country we shall 
indeed see a genuine revival, such as never 
was seen here before—According’to infor- 
mation, never did we experience a better 
time than the present. People are beginn- 
ing to find out the difference between a name 
and asubstance. ‘‘ More ministers,” will not 
effect the plans laid out by our opponents.— 
The people are beginning to feel the want of 
arehgion that is immutable, and free from 
uncertainties, instead of a system which is 
so destitute of stability, and so impure in the 
source from whence it sprung. 





From the American Manufacturer. 

Messrs. Conway & Phillipsp—As the Chris- 
tian Herald's columns are opened to any 
communication calculated to give jubilation 
to his readers, I hope that you will be libe- 
ral enough to insert these reflections, intend- 
ed to show how far they can trust to his sa- 

ity. ‘ A separation has taken piace in 
the Catholic church,’ says he, ‘ and a por- 
tien of them have established a form of wor- 
ship wpon views and principles which ap- 
proach very near to Protestantism.’ This is, 
according to his expressions, highly interest- 
ing news; we have no doubt of his joy, but 
jet us see the real importance of such news: 
—we can say first, that the letter of the He- 
rald, although followed up by a profession of 
faith, has none of the characteristics of truth, 
because it gives no account of the circum- 
stances, no names of persons, nothing but the 
bare fact of an orthodox catholic church, 
springing up from the ground as a mushroom. 
Ask the Christian Herald in what part of 
Frauce this revolution has taken place? Who 
have been the harbingers, the leaders, the 
xo-operators, the number of proselytes? He 
will answer that nothing about that has been 
handed to him by the New York Observer; 
that they trust to a private letter for a public 
fact. Why such a mystery? Why are French 
papers, received by the Sully, silent? Why 
does he publish on the permission of a gen- 
tleman? It is obvious that the separation 
spoken of, is either a mere attempt made by 
some clergymen, of which they hoped the 
most important results, or a falsehood. 

But let us admit the fact of a division in 
the Catholic church in France, what will be 
the consequences of that? To answer the 
question, it will suffice to give an idea of the 
catholic clergy in France—so calumniously 
tepresented—in the revolution of 1793. The 
storm which roared in that country for so 
Jong a period, fell chiefly on the catholic 
priests; they were obliged, under the penalty 
of death, to quit France, or to take.an oath 
‘contrary to their conscience. The few who 
‘obeyed became constitutional priests; every 
‘ody in our country recollects their shame- 
ful compliance in the revolution, and saw 
‘their worship falling down for want of prose- 
-lytes; some entered inta the citizen life, un- 

r the guidance of the famous ex-bishop 
‘Talleyrand, whose career is known. The 
others, the greater number, Ea nye — 
-scaffold -being martyrs to -their :fidelity. 
‘While Robespierre’s. axe was lifted over their 





heads, they ceased not to fulfil their ministry 
—not in the’ churches, (they had been de- 
stroyed by an infuriated mob,) but inthe 
barns—in the woods; a rock became their 
altar and @ grotto their refuge. France has’ 
seen by this time on which side were the 
good, or mercenary pastors. These facts 
speak louder than the Christian Herald’s 
trumpet.* 

Modern priests are not more disposed than 
their predecessors to any alterations in dog- 
mas. ‘The revolution of July has not hin- 
dered l’Abbe de Lamennais from raising his 
voice, which was not certainly to found a new 
church, -He'is known.as an ardent defender 
of catholicity, and all young clergymen ge- 
nerally follow his principles. Therefore, we 
ean say that such a reformation, as is alluded 





great many followers im France, in cities, 
chiefly, so agitated now by political concerns; 
and to have a right idea of the dispositions 
of Frenchmen of any sect, let us think of the 
arguments which France is preparing to han- 
die, when 500,000 guns are forwarded from 
England to Paris. 

As to what the Herald says about the Bi- 
ble being scarcely known in France, I will 
make bold to say that he has been imposed 
upon by his correspondent, because in all the 
universities, the New Testament is learned 
by heart, either in Latin, or in Greek, with- 
out any commentary; and there is now in 
Paris a protestant bible society, which has 
been long established, spreading bibles. 
This reproach, consequently, is injurious to 
the French protestant pastors, whose zeal, 
merit and eloquence are reckoned as nothing 
by the Herald. 

The Herald announced, also, that a revo- 
lution had breken out in Rome, and when the 
friends of liberty saw there a step made to- 
ward constitutional government, the zealots 
clasped their hands, overjoyed to see the old 
colossus overturned. It would have been, 
indeed, a great triumph to say, fuit Roma. 
But this highly interesting news has not yet 
reached America. In the mean while, they 
throw maledictions and sheets against Rome, 
to which Rome opposes her folios covered 
with the dust of centuries. The kind, pious, 
unassuming Christian Herald, makes up the 
deficiency of argument in abusive nicknames, 
wnich have been lately blotted out of the acts 
of parliament in England. He repeats the 
cries of papist and popery,as if he had no 
other arms to defend his cause. It would be 
better for him to give syllogisms, or dilem- 
mas, than such poor unkind replies. When 
the Catholics of Pittsburgh publish, in his 
own paper, an advertisement of -a small, but 
logical book,| why does he net reply? Why 
do 3000: eopies make. their way through the 
town and the country unanswered? here 
is your zeal for the salvation of souls, and 
your so powerful theology, thou messenger 
of heaven! Christian Herald? Why do you 
speak so loudly of the abuses of the Catholic 
clergy, when all cry out in England against 
the monopoly of the established church? 

A FRENCHMAN. 


* We presume our correspondent has taken notice of 
the oruament, or image, of an angel, blowing.a trum- 
pet—with the motto of ** And I saw another angel fly 
in the midst of heaven,’’ &c.-which is placed in bold-re- 
lief on-their front page. 








to in the Christian Herald, cannot find a|= 





—_ a 
From the Essayist. 

Beecher’s Lectures.—Without yoking my- 
self to any creed of man, I feel-a decideg 
preference for Catholicism, before any of the 
thousand and one sects of protestantism; not 
having faith to believe that the -seceders from 
the mother church were such Sampsons as 


'to bear away that church with them upon 


their shoulders. So far as any sect departs 
from the Catholic chureh, so far I consider 
it virtually advanced towards infidelity. Open 
discussion I trust will go on, with its trumpet 
breath, till all but the dead hear the voice of 
truth. Til earth produces an individual 
perfect in knowledge and wisdom, let the 
sentiment be re-echoed—‘ This world js a 
great Lyceum, and be Mutual Improvement 
ever its motto.’ 








A SCARCE BOOK. 

"T'HE Pablic are respectfully informed, that MANN. 
ING’S SHORTEST WAY TO END DISPUTES 
ABOUT RELIGION is now ready for sale at the Office 
of ** The Jesuit.’’—This work contains 300 duodecimo 
pages, handsomely bound and lettered.—Per hundred 
copies, $45; per doz. $6; single, 75 cents. 


NEW BOOKS. 


c DOOOOSOOOO 
FOR SALE AT P. MOONEY’S CATHOLIC BOOK- 
STORE, : 


Corner of Federal and Franklin Sts.—Also, at Patrick 
Denvir’s Book-store, Main-Street, Charlestown. 


The following new publications we earnestly recom- 
mend to all who are serious inquirers after trath, as well 
as to those who wish to attain a correct knowledge of 
the great truths of the Catholic religion. ‘They are works, 
small in size, but replete with highly instructive and in- 
teresting ‘matter, and which can easily be perused b 
those who have not much time to devote to reading. 

1. Lerrers oN THE SpanisH INQUISITION. 
Arare work, and the best which has ever appeared 
on the subject: by M. Le Comte Joseph Le Mais- 
tre; translated from the French, with additional 
notes and Illustrations: by F. J. O’ Flaherty, 8. E. 
C.—12mo. Per doz. $6, retail, 62 1-2 cents. 

2. Proors oF THE TRUE CHURCH, IN TWO 
Parts; by Clement Winceslaus, Archbishop and 
Elector of Treves, and bishop of dugsburg; trans- 
lated from the French.—24 mo. Per doz. $3; retail, 
31 cents. 

8. THe Yourn’s Director; or familiar In- 
structions for Young People; which may be found 
useful also, to persons of every sex, age, and condi- 
tion of life; illustrated with a number of historical 
traits and edifying examples; translated from the 
French.—24 nio. Per doz. $4 50; retail, 43 3-4 cts. 

4. InvinciBLE Reasons, which should forever 
attach a Roman Catholic to his Religion, and en- 
gage all Protestants to embrace the same.—24 mo. 
er doz. 30 cents; retail, 3 cents. 

5. A snort ExposiTion OF THE MARKS OF THE 
True Cuurcnu; by CarpInAL GerpIL. ‘Translat- 
ed from the French, for the first time; to which is prefix- 
ed a brief and interesting sketch of the life of the illue- 
trious writer. Price, $1 per dozen, 12 1-2 cents single. 

6. A sure Way to find out THe Trur ReEti- 
GION, in a conversation between a Father and his Son, 
by the late Rev. T. Baddely,—18mo.—Price $2, per 
doz: 20 cents single. 

7. A Suaver for Joun Cretive, Methodist 
Preacher; or, a Vindication of the Doctrine of the Real 
Presence of Jesus Christ in. the Holy Eucharist, as taught 
by the Catholic Church: in two letters to a friend; by 
the Rev. J. A. Mason, formerly a Methodist Preacher. 
—18mo,—Price 50 cents-per doz: 6 1-4 cents single. 

8. MAN’s ONLY AFFAIR; or REFLECTIONS on the 
four Jast thmgs to be remembered. ‘Translated from the 
French; to which are added Morning and Evening Pray- 
ers; Prayers of Mass, accompanied with a short explana- 
tion of its Ceremonies; and Vespers. 24mo.—Price $3, 
per dozen; 31 cents retail. 

9. THe Tripte CHorp; or Three plain reasons 
why no Roman Catholic ean. conform to the.Protestant 
church. Catholic Tract. Pxice, 20. cents per dozen} 














+ Reasons fer being dLoman Catholics. 


2 cents, single. 








